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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1 , 3, 9, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated 
by Yarlagadda (US Pat. 7,095,733). 

Regarding claim 1, Yarlagadda discloses a voice mail device comprising: 
a receiving section (See Yarlagadda fig. 2, '201', col. 3, lines 46-48; VoIP 
system (i.e. receiving section) receives VoIP packets from the Internet.) which 
receives from a first telephone terminal (See Yarlagadda fig. 2 Web (PC, VoIP) (i.e. 
first telephone terminal) The Web/PC acts as a telephone terminal by allowing 
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VoIP packets to be sent and received.) an audio packet including audio data in a first 
encoding format; (See Yarlagada fig. 7, S700 'receive a call over VoIP network (i.e. 
audio packets including audio data)'; VoIP network using CODEC format G723.1 
(col. 1, lines 41-42, fig. 2)) 

a packet storing section which stores the audio packet including the audio data in 
the first encoding format received by said receiving section; and (See Yarlagada col. 4, 
lines 14-15; Message Access Server (MAS) (i.e. packet storing section) stores 
voice data (i.e. audio packet including the audio data) in native VoIP format 
(G723.1) (See col. 3, line 48-50)) 

a transmitting section (See Yarlagadda fig. 2, '201', col. 3, lines 46-48; VoIP 
system (i.e. transmitting section (VoIP system can act as both a transmitting and 
receiving section because it provides connectivity and performs both 
transmitting and receiving.) transmits VoIP packets to the PSTN, gateways and 
ultimately the phones on the other end of the call.) which transmits to a second 
telephone terminal the audio packet stored in said packet storing section. (See 
Yarlagadda fig. 2; VoIP system '201' transmits VoIP packets (i.e. audio packets 
stored in storing section (i.e. MAS)) to the PSTN, gateways and ultimately the 
phones (i.e. second telephone) on the other end of the call.) 

Regarding claim 3, Yarlagadda discloses the voice mail device as set forth in 
claim 1, further comprising: 
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an encoding format determining section which communicates with the second 
telephone terminal to determine an encoding format of audio data; and (See 
Yarlagadda fig. 2; '202' Gateway (i.e. encoding format determining section) 
determines the encoding format of the PSTN network and phone (i.e. second 
telephone terminal) connected thereto.) 

a transcoding section which transcodes the audio data included in the audio 
packet stored in said packet storing section, based on the determination by said 
encoding format determining section. (See Yarlagadda fig. 2; '202' Gateway (i.e. 
transcoding section (a gateway can act as a format determining section and 
transcoding section because it performs both functions)) connects the PSTN to a 
VoIP network and encode voice data in G. 723.1 format. (See col. 3, lines 40-43) It 
logically follows that the VoIP packets of voice data encoded in G.723.1 would 
have to be decoded to be sent across the PSTN.) 

Regarding claim 9, Yarlagadda discloses a voice mail communication method, 
comprising: 

receiving from a first telephone terminal (See Yarlagadda fig. 2 Web (PC, VoIP) 
(i.e. first telephone terminal) The Web/PC acts as a telephone terminal by 
allowing VoIP packets to be sent and received.) an audio packet including audio 
data in a first encoding format; (See Yarlagada fig. 7, S700 'receive a call over VoIP 
network (i.e. audio packets including audio data)'; VoIP network using CODEC 
format G723.1 (col. 1, lines 41-42, fig. 2)) 
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storing the received audio packet including the audio data in the first encoding 
format; and (See Yarlagada col. 4, lines 14-15; Message Access Server (MAS) (i.e. 
packet storing section) stores voice data (i.e. audio packet including the audio 
data) in native VoIP format (G723.1) (See col. 3, line 48-50)) 

transmitting the stored audio packet to a second telephone terminal. (See 
Yarlagadda fig. 2; VoIP system '201' transmits VoIP packets (i.e. audio packets 
stored in storing section (i.e. MAS)) to the PSTN, gateways and ultimately the 
phones (i.e. second telephone) on the other end of the call.) 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Yarlagadda discloses the voice mail communication method 
as set forth in claim 9, further comprising: 

communicating with the second telephone terminal to determine an encoding 
format of audio data; and (See Yarlagadda fig. 2; '202' Gateway (i.e. encoding 
format determining section) determines the encoding format of the PSTN network 
and phone (i.e. second telephone terminal) connected thereto.) 

transcoding the audio data included in the stored audio packet, based on the 
determined encoding format. (See Yarlagadda fig. 2; '202' Gateway (i.e. transcoding 
section (a gateway can act as a format determining section and transcoding 
section because it performs both functions)) connects the PSTN to a VoIP 
network and encode voice data in G. 723.1 format. (See col. 3, lines 40-43) It 
logically follows that the VoIP packets of voice data encoded in G.723.1 would 
have to be decoded to be sent across the PSTN.) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yarlagadda (US Pat. 7,095,733), and further in view of Oh (US Pat. 7,251 ,480). 

Regarding claim 2, Yarlagadda discloses the voice mail device as set forth in 
claim 1 . Yarlagadda does not explicitly disclose further comprising an encoding format 
determining section which communicates with the second telephone terminal to 
determine an encoding format of audio data, wherein said transmitting section transmits 
to the second telephone terminal the stored audio packet when the determined 
encoding format is the first encoding format. However, Oh does disclose an encoding 
format determining section which communicates with the second telephone terminal to 
determine an encoding format of audio data, wherein said transmitting section transmits 
to the second telephone terminal the stored audio packet when the determined 
encoding format is the first encoding format. (See Oh fig. 4, '206', '212', '214'; A 
voice mail message is encoded and if it's recipient (i.e. second telephone 
terminal) is a mobile station then it bypasses the transcoder (i.e. if the audio 
packet is in the first encoding format then it is saved in this format for the second 
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mobile telephone to retrieve) Therefore, the system knows the encoding format 
of the second device based upon whether it is a mobile phone or not and thus a 
BSC (Base station controller) would determine whether a device is a mobile 
device or not based upon its connectivity to the BSC.) Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the claimed invention to 
modify the system of Yarlagadda to include the teaching of a format determining section 
which communicates with the second telephone terminal to determine an encoding 
format of audio data by Oh with the motivation being to efficiently transmit data that is 
encoded so as to optimize performance and eliminate needless and inefficient 
transcoding of packets. 

Regarding claim 10, Yarlagadda discloses the voice mail communication method 
as set forth in claim 9. Yarlagadda does not explicitly disclose communicating with the 
second telephone terminal to determine an encoding format of audio data, wherein the 
stored audio packet is transmitted to the second telephone terminal when the 
determined encoding format is the first encoding format. However, Oh does disclose 
communicating with the second telephone terminal to determine an encoding format of 
audio data, wherein the stored audio packet is transmitted to the second telephone 
terminal when the determined encoding format is the first encoding format. (See Oh 
fig. 4, '206', '212', '214'; A voice mail message is encoded and if it's recipient (i.e. 
second telephone terminal) is a mobile station then it bypasses the transcoder 
(i.e. if the audio packet is in the first encoding format then it is saved in this 
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format for the second mobile telephone to retrieve) Therefore, the system knows 
the encoding format of the second device based upon whether it is a mobile 
phone or not and thus a BSC (Base station controller) would determine whether a 
device is a mobile device or not based upon its connectivity to the BSC.) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
claimed invention to modify the system of Yarlagadda to include the teaching of a 
format determining section which communicates with the second telephone terminal to 
determine an encoding format of audio data by Oh with the motivation being to 
efficiently transmit data that is encoded so as to optimize performance and eliminate 
needless and inefficient transcoding of packets. 

5. Claims 4 and 1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yarlagadda (US Pat. 7,095,733). 

Regarding claim 4, Yarlagadda discloses the voice mail device as set forth in 
claim 3, further comprising: 

a packet converting section which converts the transcoded audio data stored in 
said transcoded audio storing section to an audio packet; and (See Yarlagadda col. 3, 
lines 40-43; Gateways connect the PSTN to a VoIP network and encode (i.e. 
transcode) voice data in G.723.1 format is encapsulated in IP packets. It logically 
follows that the reverse process occurs to transmit voice data from a PSTN 
telephone through a VoIP. Therefore, the IP packets containing G.723.1 formatted 
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voice data (i.e. audio data) is converted to PCM (See fig. 1) (i.e. audio packet) to 
be sent over the PSTN.) 

a packet transmitting section which transmits to the second telephone terminal 
the audio packet resulting from the conversion by said packet converting section. (See 
Yarlagadda fig. 2; GW (i.e. packet transmitting section) transmits to the pictured 
telephone (i.e. second telephone terminal) the audio packet) 

Yarlagadda does not explicitly disclose a transcoded audio storing section which 
stores audio data transcoded by said transcoding section. However, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the claimed invention that a 
Gateway would contain memory, cache, or a buffer in order to operate and this memory, 
cache, or buffer could be interpreted as a storing section. 

Regarding claim 12, Yarlagadda discloses the voice mail communication method 
as set forth in claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

converting the stored transcoded audio data to an audio packet; and (See 
Yarlagadda col. 3, lines 40-43; Gateways connect the PSTN to a VoIP network 
and encode (i.e. transcode) voice data in G. 723.1 format is encapsulated in IP 
packets. It logically follows that the reverse process occurs to transmit voice 
data from a PSTN telephone through a VoIP. Therefore, the IP packets containing 
G.723.1 formatted voice data (i.e. audio data) is converted to PCM (See fig. 1) (i.e. 
audio packet) to be sent over the PSTN.) 
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transmitting the audio packet resulting from the conversion to the second 
telephone terminal. (See Yarlagadda fig. 2; GW (i.e. packet transmitting section) 
transmits to the pictured telephone (i.e. second telephone terminal) the audio 
packet) 

Yarlagadda does not explicitly disclose storing the transcoded audio data. 
However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
claimed invention that a gateway would contain memory, cache, or a buffer in order to 
operate and this memory, cache, or buffer could be interpreted as storing. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 5-8 and 13-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to STEPHEN J. CLAWSON whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7498. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00 pm est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on 571-272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/STEPHEN J. CLAWSON/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2461 



/Huy D Vu/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2461 



